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EDITORIALS. 



CHARLES RICHMOND HENDERSON. 



Charles Richmond Henderson, Professor of Practical Sociology 
in The University of Chicago, and Associate Editor of this Journal 
since its beginning, died on last March 30. He was an active, modest, 
sympathetic man. Like Tennyson's oak in autumn he stood forth 
among his colleagues in "naked strength." Representing the finest 
product of western civilization, he was too great to be bound to any 
creed. Conduct, in his eye, was greater than creed. Always responsive 
to a request to do even an inconspicuous thing, if only by so doing he 
could help to advance what he conceived to be a worthy cause, he 
was a living example of a character greater than works. Among 
American practical sociologists he was the greatest interpreter of the 
spirit that is directing our social evolution. The Barrows lectures, 
1912-1913, are a monument to his interpretative genius. With a 
culture of the widest range he combined a rare capacity for distinct 
insight into the horizons of others, and for absolute lucidity in ex- 
pression. It was inevitable, therefore, that he should be, as his stu- 
dents have again and again described him, a teacher among teachers, 
and a successful leader of men in the causes he espoused. 

Professor Henderson's last great effort was in behalf of the 
unemployed in his state. A bill drafted by him is now pending in 
the legislature at Springfield. It provides for remaking the state's 
free employment agencies, for the creation of a merit-appointed board 
to manage the agencies, and for the appointment of a board repre- 
senting employers and employed to confer with and advise the State 's 
appointees in the agencies. Professor Henderson hoped that the 
enactment of a law containing these provisions would do much to 
relieve unfortunate conditions among laborers in a period of industrial 
depression, and at the same time remove suspicion of political ma- 
chinery in employment agencies. The legislature is asked to act 
favorably on the bill. There could be no more fitting tribute to its 
author. 

The last written communication from Professor Henderson to 
this Journal, dated February 9, 1915, adds a reminder of his great 
international usefulness to the many demonstrations of his indispen- 



COMMITMENT OF FEEBLE-MINDED 



sable service at home. This communication is a translation of a letter 
from Dr. Cadalso, Director of Prison Inspection in Spain. Dr. 
Cadalso is speaking of his recent work in the University of Chicago, 
presumably in Professor Henderson's class-room, and of his observa- 
tions in our country. He says : 

"My work in that University and my journeys through that 
great continent are now translating themselves into reforms here in 
Spain. 

"The government entrusted me with the drafting of a law on 
conditional liberty which the courts approved and which today is 
being applied with great efficiency and with satisfactory results for 
the detained and for penal reform in my country. * * * 

"The present Head of the Government, who is at the same time 
Minister of Pardons and Justice, ordered me to draft a decree which 
he has published in the same form in which I presented it to him, 
creating a reformatory for adults, which, I believe, ought also to 
give good results. This decree is being printed in a separate pam- 
phlet and it will give me great pleasure to send you a copy within 
a few days. 

"I trust that the principal chapters of my book, 'Penitentiary 
Institutions in the United States,' will change and reform Spain. 
You see, I have a very high regard for the things I learned in your 
nation." 

In his comment upon this letter Professor Henderson character- 
istically requested that certain phrases contained in it that were com- 
plimentary to himself personally, be not published and added that 
while some in our country would gladly remain in, or return to a 
state of mediaevalism in matters relating to penology, Spain, as 
rapidly as possible, "is approaching our enviable position in 
America." Robert H. Gault. 



THE COMMITMENT OP FEEBLE-MINDED IN ILLINOIS. 



A bill providing for the commitment and care of feeble-minded, 
juveniles and adults, in the State of Illinois, is now before the legis- 
lature. The full text of the bill, together with an introductory state- 
ment concerning it, may be found in this number at page 115. The 
bill is the outgrowth of the labors of a committee appointed last 
winter by President MeOorinick of the Cook County Board of Com- 
missioners to investigate and report on the situation in this State. 
The bill, we understand, is approved by Judge Olson of the Chicago 
Municipal Court, by the Juvenile Court, the probation officers, the 



